To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council, 

Gentlemen^ 

I have  the  privilege  to  submit  herewith  my  Report  on 
the  various  matters  relating  to  the  Public  Health  of  the 
District  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1913. 

Included  with  the  Report  are  the  various  Tables  and 
Statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I am  able  to  report  that  the 
general  satisfactory  conditions  of  sanitation  in  the  District 
are  maintained  and  continue  to  improve. 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  area  or  general 
character  of  the  District  which  remains  entirely  agricultural 
and  residential. 

The  population  in  the  residential  portions  tends  some- 
what to  increase^  that  in  the  rural  portions  rather  to  diminish. 
On  the  whole  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  entire  District  is 
not  great. 

New  houses  are  not  being  erected  in  such  numbers  in 
the  more  populous  areas.,  and  but  few  in  the  villages.  No 
especial  dearth  of  labourers^  cottages  exists,  and  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  A ct  distinct  improvements  shew 
themselves  in  all  the  areas  where  inspection  is  completed. 
Excellent  work  is  being  done  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  no  serious  trouble  has  been  encountered.  Advantage 
results  from  the  duties  of  Building  Surveyor  and  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  being  performed  by  one  individual. 

The  weather  conditions  of  the  year  were  such  as  not  to 
influence  unfavorably  the  health  of  the  community 

The  actual  increase  of  population  depending  as  it  does 
on  the  number  of  new  houses  built  in  the  residential  portions 
cannot  be  properly  estimated,  but  on  the  average  increase  of 
the  last  census  period  the  population  is  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  the  years  at  5350  persons  at  all  ages. 

The  death-rate  of  residents  at  all  ages  dying  within 
the  District  was  12*8  per  i 000  living. 

The  death-rate  of  residents  at  all  ages  and  from  all 
causes  whose  deaths  were  registered  both  within  and  without 
the  District,  was  ly'^per  1,000  living. 


The  birth-rate  steadily  diminishes^  and  for  the  year 
it  was  only  17  per  1,000  living  of  the  estimated  population. 
This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  yet  recorded  in  the  District. 

The  infantile  mortality  also  is  happily  low^  being  66 
per  1,000  births. 

Epidemic  disease  was  not  rife.  No  schools  were  closed 
on  account  of  illness  among  the  scholars.  The  usual  mild 
outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  occurred^ 
but  not  in  epidemic  form,  and  were  easily  controlled. 

Only  one  death  resulted  from  notifiable  zymotic  disease. 
The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  excluding  Phthisis, 
amounted  to 

N otihcations  of  Phthisis  and  other  tubercular  disease 
were  for  the  year  only  12  in  number. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  the  Council  decided  to 
discontinue  the  services  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector  and  his 
routine  inspection  of  the  dairy  herds  is  no  longer  carried 
out.  Much  good  had  certainly  resulted  in  the  2 years  that 
such  inspection  had  been  made,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
the  great  value  of  such  work  will  be  rapidly  lost. 

The  routine  inspection  of  cowsheds  continues,  and  care 
has  been  given  as  hitherto  to  the  farms  and  dairies  supplying 
milk,  but  all  such  is  of  small  accovnt  in  my  opinion  com- 
pared to  skilled  supervision  of  the  herds  in  safeguarding 
the  milk  supply. 

No  sanitary  works  of  importance  have  beeit  instituted 
during  the  year.  Such  works  as  had  been  commenced  at 
Prestbury  have  been  satisfactorily  completed 

The  Sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  efficiently  fulfil 
their  purpose. 

The  specific  work  made  necessary  by  the  enactments 
relating  to  tuberculosis  and  housing  has  greatly  increased 
the  amount  of  time  that  your  officers  must  of  necessity  give 
to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  while  the  amount  of 
purely  office  work  entailed  becomes  every  year  more  redundant. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  those  responsible  for  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  District  ( for  the  help  afforded). 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

J.  F.  JOHNS,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
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Physical 
Features  of 
District. 


General 
Character  of 
District. 


The  District  lies  partly  in  the  well-wooded 
valley  of  the  Severn  at  the  foot  of  the  Cotswolds, 
which  shelters  it  largely  from  the  Northerly  and 
Easterly  winds,  and  partly  on  the  spurs  and  up- 
lands ot  the  Cotswolds  themselves. 

The  subsoil  of  the  former  portion  is  clay  and 
sand  in  varying  proportions,  and  of  the  latter 
oolitic  rock. 

Almost  entirely  agricultural  in  character 
with  the  exception  of  residential  areas  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Urban  District,  no  manufacturing 
industries  and  no  overcrowded  areas  prejudice  the 
public  health. 

The  District  comprises  ii  parishes:  Badge- 
worth,  Coberley,  Cowley,  Shurdington,  Great 
Witcombe,  Staverton,  Swindon,  Uckington,  Up 
Hatherley,  Leckhampton,  Prestbury. 

With  the  exception  of  the  three  latter  which 
adjoin  the  Urban  District,  all  are  agricultural 
parishes.  The  three  mentioned  are  more  residen- 
tial than  the  others,  but  are  in  the  main  agricul- 
tural like  the  rest. 

Those  parishes  on  the  oolite  are  Cowley, 
Coberley,  Great  Witcombe,  and  part  of  Leckhamp- 
ton, the  others  lie  in  the  valley  on  the  clay  and 
sandy  subsoil. 

The  care  of  the  sick  is  generously  provided 
for  by  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  and  the 
Nurses  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  which 
provides  a resident  nurse  both  in  the  Shurdington 
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and  Swindon  areas,  in  addition  to  the  staff  that 
nurses  the  rest  of  the  District,  and  a maternity 
ward  for  lying-in  cases  at  the  Victoria  Nursing 
Home. 

The  Delancey  Hospital  affords  every  accom- 
modation for  the  isolation  of  infectious  cases  only, 
and  the  General  Hospital  of  over  loo  beds  is 
available  to  the  necessitous  sick  of  the  whole 
District. 

The  District  is  steadily  increasing  in  impor- 
tance. Building  progresses  though  not  so  rapidly 
during  the  past  year,  and  the  population  in- 
creases in  proportion. 


The  returns  for  the  last  3 

census 

periods 

are  as 

follows 

* 

• 

Parishes, 

Acres. 

Population. 

Inhabited  Houses 

1891 

1901 

191 1 

1901 

191 1 

Badgeworth 

3335 

850 

838 

831 

198 

209 

Cobberley 

3638 

346 

323 

376 

75 

74 

Cowley 

1878 

270 

269 

3‘7 

66 

66 

Great  Witcomb 

942 

123 

126 

II5 

28 

26 

Leckhampton  ... 

1288 

300 

358 

428 

74 

100 

Prestbury 

3054 

1430 

1393 

1806 

305 

436 

Shurdington 

1069 

430 

447 

402 

94 

97 

Staverton 

1022 

374 

413 

409 

89 

99 

Swindon 

729 

243 

233 

297 

57 

62 

Uckington 

883 

148 

124 

147 

33 

40 

Up-Hatherley  ... 

538 

99 

113 

126 

22 

30 

7 


The 

Water  Supply 


The  water  supply  in  the  various  parishes  must 
necessarily  depend  on  the  density  of  the  popula- 
tion. Outlying  farms  and  isolated  buildings  are 
supplied  by  wells  and  private  reservoirs.  In  the 
case  of  wells  there  is  no  pipe  service.  Where 
private  reservoirs  or  public  supplies  exist  there  is 
piped  service. 


By  far  the  greater  number  of  houses  in  the 
more  populated  areas  are  supplied  by  the  mains 
of  the  Urban  District.  Such  areas  are  in  Badge- 
worth — The  Reddings.  In  Leckhampton — the 
village  ; in  Prestbury — the  village  and  those 
Districts  known  as  Marie  Hill,  Prestbury  Road, 
Swindon  Lane,  and  Shaw  Green.  In  Up-Hather- 
ley  practically  the  whole  parish.  In  Staverton 
and  Swindon  a fair  proportion. 


In  parts  of  the  other  parishes  piped  service 
from  privately  owned  reservoirs  is  obtained,  notably 
at  Cowley,  Little  Shurdington,  Leckhampton  Hill, 
and  Great  Witcombe. 


In  other  parts  of  Badgeworth,  Cowley,  and 
Great  Witcombe  a piped  service  from  reservoirs 
and  tanks,  under  the  control  of  the  Rural  District 
is  maintained. 


Two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  inhabited 
houses  occupied  by  more  than  three  quarters  of 
the  total  population  have  a piped  supply  from  one 
or  other  of  these  sources. 


The  remainder  obtains  water  from  shallow 
wells  or  springs.  Of  the  97  houses  in  Shurdington 
only  a few  have  a piped  supply.  Coberley 
village  depends  on  the  spring  and  some  few  wells. 
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Pollution  of 
Kivers  and 
Streams, 


Little  Witcombe,  Crickley,  Bentham,  and 
Bamfurlong  are  mainly  dependent  on  wells.  Parts 
of  Staverton  have  only  wells.  Swindon  and  Uck- 
ington  have  standpipes  supplying  water  from 
the  town  mains,  and  a pumped  supply. 

The  average  piped  supply  is  adequate  and 
good.  No  shortage  of  supply  has  occurred. 
Certain  areas  could  I believe  be  easily  supplied 
with  piped  service  at  a cost  that  would  not  be 
prohibitive. 

The  supply  in  wells  and  springs  is  obviously 
dependent  on  the  rainfall.  The  springs  have  so 
far  never  completely  failed,  but  some  shortage  has 
occurred  in  dry  seasons  in  some  of  the  wells. 

The  nature  of  the  supply  in  wells  depends 
entirely  on  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  sur- 
roundings of  the  wells.  All  are  not  above  suspicion, 
and  where  recognised  proper  remedial  measures 
are  taken. 

Those  portions  of  the  District  which  are  under 
broad  sewage  irrigation  are  mainly  on  clay  subsoil, 
and  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall  are  liable  to  become 
waterlogged.  No  specific  complaints  have  been 
received  as  to  any  pollution  of  streams  or  ditches 
from  imperfect  irrigation,  though  at  times  such  is 
likely  to  occur.  The  installation  of  the  Urban 
Council  sewage  works  at  Hayden  will  probably 
tend  to  lessen  and  prevent  such  possibilities  in 
the  future. 

Pollution  of  roadside  ditches  must  necessarily 
continue  to  occur  spasmodically  in  those  unsewer- 
ed portions  of  the  District  where  overflow  of  cess- 
pits results  from  want  of  attention.  All  possible 
supervision  is  given  to  the  matter  by  your  officers. 
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Drainage 

and 

Sewerage. 


Closet 

Accommo- 

dation. 


Houses  of  the  cottage  type  with  good  water 
supply  and  insufficient  garden  area  for  the  proper 
emptying  of  cesspits  are  not  being  erected  in  such 
numbers,  with  the  result  that  pollution  from  this 
source,  although  of  occasional  occurrence,  is  not 
increasing. 

Insistence  by  the  Building  Surveyor  that  roof 
and  surface  water  drainage  is  excluded  from  sewer 
drains  has  done  much  to  remedy  a difficulty  of 
real  importance. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made 
in  the  sewerage  of  Prestbury  by  the  completion  of 
the  scheme  undertaken  to  relieve  the  flooding  of 
the  sewers  by  leakage  and  excess  of  surface  water. 
Larger  sewers  at  a better  gradient  and  to  a very 
great  extent  the  exclusion  of  surface  water  should 
now  put  an  end  satisfactorily  to  what  has  been  a 
serious  defect. 

The  filter  beds  and  irrigation  plant  connected 
with  the  Prestbury  sewers  are  sufficient  to  meet 
present  and  future  requirements,  even  though  the 
population  should  largely  increase. 

Proper  supervision  is  given  to  these  and  the 
sewage  tank  and  irrigation  field  at  Shurdington, 
which  are  also  sufficient  and  effective. 

In  the  more  populated  areas  the  closet  accom- 
modation leaves  little  to  be  desired.  Flush  boxes 
to  properly  arranged  W.C.’s  connected  to  sewers  is 
the  general  rule.  A few  hand-flushed  W.C.’s  remain 
and  are  rapidly  being  abolished.  In  the  unsewered 
areas  movable  receptacles  are  increasing  in  number 
in  properly  arranged  privies.  Earth  closets  are 
unhappily  not  in  the  favour  that  their  many 
advantages  merit. 


ScaveiigiTig, 


Sanitary 

Inspection. 


Housing. 


New 

Dwellings. 


ro 

So  far  no  practical  steps  have  been  taken 
with  regard  to  systematic  removal  of  house  refuse, 
but  in  the  more  populated  parishes  some  measures 
must  in  the  near  future  be  adopted  to  secure  this 
most  necessary  sanitary  improvement. 

The  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  District 
continues  to  make  satisfactory  progress  and  will 
shortly  be  completed.  Much  good  has  resulted 
in  the  remedying  of  minor  defects,  and  the  general 
sanitation  of  the  whole  District  is  improved  thereby. 

Routine  and  special  inspections  demand  con- 
siderably more  time  on  the  part  of  your  officers 
year  by  year. 

Overcrowding  may  be  said  not  to  exist.  The 
architectural  arrangements  of  most  of  the  older 
cottages  do  not  allow  proper  separation  of  sleeping 
rooms,  but  ample  air  space  and  ventilation  are 
insisted  on. 

No  especially  dearth  of  cottages  or  artisan 
dwellings  is  felt,  and  very  few  buildings  of  this 
type  are  being  erected. 

Most  of  the  new  buildings  are  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  Urban  District. 

Since  the  last  report  only  2 houses  have  been 
built,  and  plans  for  some  seven  others  have  been 
submitted  and  approved  in  accordance  with  the 
Model  Bye-laws  in  force. 

The  Building  Surveyor  gives  constant  super- 
vision to  all  new  buildings  in  course  of  erection  and 
no  house  is  occupied  without  certificate  of  proper 
water  supply  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bye-laws. 
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Premises  and  The  District  is  singularly  devoid  of  all  offensive 
which  can  be  trades.  Only  one  iactory  and  one  slaughter-house 

Bye-Liuvs  aL  occasional  inspection,  and  no  Bye-laws  or 

Keguiations.  regulations  are  in  force  except  as  to  Dairies  and 
Cow  Sheds.  There  are  now  31  of  these  registered 
in  the  District,  and  all  are  in  a satisfactory  state 
as  to  buildings  and  all  received  careful  supervision. 
Four  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year. 


Schools.  There  are  eight  Church  of  England  Schools 

in  the  District,  at  Badgeworth,  Bentham,  Cowley, 
Birdlip,  Coberley,  Great  Witcombe,  Prestbury, 
and  Swindon. 


Shurdington  has  a voluntary  school  and  that 
at  Staverton  is  a Council  School. 

None  of  the  schools  have  been  closed  on 
account  of  epidemic  illness,  and  such  as  have  been 
inspected  needed  no  sanitary  improvements  of  any 
importance. 

No  routine  inspections  of  food  are  made. 
Milk  supplies  have  had  proper  attention. 


The  discontinuance  of  the  inspections  made 
by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  of  the  herds  supplying 
milk  is,  in  my  opinion,  a retrograde  step.  No 
inspections  are  now  made  and  no  other  inspections 
in  contemplation  will  be  likely  to  produce  such 
good  results  as  those  obtained  by  a competent 
man  with  local  knowledge  of  both  cows  and  cow- 
keepers. 


No  outworkers’  premises  are  known,  and  none 
such  have  been  inspected.  The  one  factory  has 
been  inspected. 


Workshops 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ..  ...  ...  18,401 

Population  at  1911  census  ...  ...  ...  5,254 

Inhabited  dwellings  at  191 1 census  ...  ...  1,239 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  1911  census  4*4 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  at  1 9 1 1 census  i to  3^  acres 
Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1913  ...  5,350 

Death  rate  for  1913  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  I4'3 

Birth  rate  for  1913  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  17 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  births  registered  in  1913  66 


Population.  The  actual  increase  of  population,  the 

number  of  births  exceeding  deaths  is  only  15,  but 
on  the  average  of  the  last  census  period  the  estim- 
ated population  is  5,350. 

Births.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  gi. 

Of  these  go  were  registered  in  the  District,  and 
one  illegitimate  child  was  registered  in  a registra- 
tion area  outside  the  District.  All  those  registered 
within  the  District  were  of  legitimate  children. 


The  total  number  of  males  registered  was  51, 
and  of  females  40. 

Fifty-six  were  registered  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  and  37  in  the  latter  half. 

Birth-rate.  The  birth-rate  of  17  per  1,000  living  of  the 

estimated  population  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  10 
years — indeed  the  lowest  yet  recorded. 

Infantile  Six  infants  under  i year  died,  giving  an  infan- 

Mortaiity.  tile  mortality  of  66  per  1,000  nett  births. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913 

and  previous  Years. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  5,254') 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  1,239  r At  Census  19 1 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4‘24-^ 


Nett  Deaths  at 

THE  SUBJOINED  AGES 

Total  Deaths 

Causes  of  death. 

OP  “Residents”  whether  occurring 

WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

WHETHER  OF 

“ Residents  ” 
OR  “Non- 
Residents”  IN 
Institutions 
IN  the 
District. 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

year 

1 and 

under  2 

2 and 

under  5 

5 and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  45 

45  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

h 

.3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

^ Certified 

All  Causes  < 

(Uncertified  .. 

77 

6 

2 

4 

3 

7 

17 

3B 

Enteric  Fever . . 

Small  Pox 

Measles  . . ' 

Scarlet  F ever  . . 

Wliooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

I 

Influenza 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  . . 

4 

2 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

I 

2 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease 

8 

I 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Meningitis 

I 

I 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . . 

12 

I 

I 

2 

8 

Broncliitis 

7 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

6 

I 

I 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 

I 

I 

* 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

I 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

Pueri)eral  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, including 
Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide  . . 

3 

1 

2 

Suicides 

I 

I 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . 

i8 

I 

2 

5 

10 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

5 

1 

4 

1 

77l 

6 

2 

4 

3 

7 

17I38I 

15 


Deaths, 


Death-rate. 


Cancer. 


Sixty-two  residents  died,  and  their  deaths 
were  registered  in  the  District.  Fifteen  died  and 
were  registered  in  registration  areas  outside  the 
District,  and  their  deaths  are  included  in  the  nett 
total  of  77  deaths  for  the  District. 


Of  these,  39  were  males  and  38  females.  One 
was  aged  100,  eight  were  over  80  years  of  age, 
twenty-two  were  70  and  upwards,  and  thirteen 
were  over  60.  Of  the  remainder,  six  were  infants 
of  less  than  one  year,  and  seven  were  under  30. 


Of  those  surviving  the  first  year  of  life,  the 
average  age  at  death  was  57  years.  The  average 
age  at  death  of  the  females  being  10  years  more 
than  the  average  of  the  males. 


Four  deaths  were  due  to  violence,  and  4 were 
of  infants  prematurely  born  and  surviving  only  a 
few  hours.  Excluding  these  from  the  total  of  77 
deaths,  the  true  death-rate  is  only  12-8  per  1,000 
living. 

The  death-rate  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes 
^as  14-3,  per  1,000  living  at  all  ages. 

Eight  deaths  were  definitely  attributed  to 
cancer.  Of  the  individuals  affected,  6 were  females 
and  2 were  males,  and  all  the  deaths  occurred  in 
the  low-lying  parishes. 

The  ages  at  death  were  66,  73,  79,  70,  64, 

76,  73,  67. 


Phthisis. 


Diseases  of 

Respiratory 

Organs. 


Diseases  of 
the  Vascular 
System. 
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The  percentage  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths  over  one  year  of  age  was 
11*2,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  1*4  per  1,000  at  all 
ages  living. 

Only  4 deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to 
Phthisis.  Two  males  and  2 females  were  affected, 
the  ages  at  death  being  48,  10,  58,  30.  Three 
deaths  were  due  to  other  Tuberculous  disease — a 
female  aged  7,  a male  aged  6 months,  and  a female 
aged  35.  All  resided  in  the  low-lying  parishes. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  from  Tuberculous 
disease  was  9%  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
registered,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  1*3  per  1,000 
at  all  ages  living. 

Thirteen  deaths  occurred  as  the  result  of 
Pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  disease,  exclusive 
of  Phthisis  and  Influenza. 

The  ages  at  death  were  53,  48,  18,  73,  79,  73, 
7i,  75»  75>  79,  4,  62,  56. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  from  those  causes 
was  i8'3  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered 
over  I year,  with  a mortality  rate  of  2*4  per  1,000 
living  at  all  ages. 

The  deaths  certified  as  primarily  due  to  cardie 
disease  amounted  to  ii,  while  those  due  to  disease 
of  blood  vessels  amounted  to  8. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  from  Cardio  Vas- 
cular diseases  was  26*7  of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  from  all  ages  over  the  age  of  i year  with  a 
mortality  rate  of  3*5  per  1,000  at  all  ages  living. 


Oases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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Zymotic  The  Zymotic  diseases  include  Small  Pox, 

Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea. 

T!  One  death  resulted  from  Diphtheria. 

t 

; The  death-rate  being  *18  per  1,000  living. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


No  infectious  disease  occurred  in  epidemic 
form  of  any  severity.  Notifications  were  received 
of  4 cases  of  Diphtheria.  All  were  severe  cases 
and  were  removed  to  Hospital  where  one  ended 
fatally. 


One  case  of  Erysipelas  proved  fatal,  and  was 
the  only  case  notified. 

I 

Two  cases  of  Typhoid  were  notified,  and  in 
one  case  the  infection  was  definitely  contracted 
outside  the  District. 

Scarlet  Fever  accounts  for  the  larger  share  of 
notifications  received.  Eleven  houses  wereaffected. 
The  cases  numbered  18,  only  9 of  which  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  None  died,  and  no  spread 
of  direct  infection  could  be  traced. 

Tuberculosis.  Certificates  were  received  concerning  12  cases 
of  Tubercular  disease.  So  far  it  is  impossible  to 
follow  the  course  of  events  with  regard  to  the 
majority  of  cases  notified,  and  certificates  are 
received  in  confusing  multiplicity  with  regard  to 
the  same  case.  Some  disinfection  is  carried  out 
where  necessary.  At  present  the  supervision  of 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  seems  to  be  the  most  unsat- 
isfactory part  of  the  Health  Officer’s  routine. 
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Vaccination 


Vaccination  as  a protection  against  Small  Pox 
promises  in  course  of  time  to  become  a dead 
letter. 


During  the  year  86  births  were  registered  and 
5 infants  died  unvaccinated,  2 children  were  re- 
moved from  the  District  and  3 had  vaccination 
postponed. 

Of  the  76  remaining  in  the  District,  29  were 
vaccinated,  a percentage  of  38*1. 


During  the  same  period  47  exception  certifi- 
cates were  granted  on  the  ground  of  conscientious 
objection  of  the  parents,  a percentage  of  61  *8 

The  percentage  of  vaccination  has  diminished 
since  1904  from  70%  to  38%,  and  the  percentage 
exemptions  has  increased  in  the  same  period 
steadily  from  17%  to  61  *8%. 
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Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 

Building  Surveyor. 

HOUSING. 

Inspections,  71. 

Unfit  for  Habitation,  i. 

Rebuilt  (partly),  i. 

Representations  made  to  Council  with  view  to  closing,  o. 

Of  dwelling  houses,  defects  which  were  remedied  without 
closing  order,  56. 

Cleansed,  32. 


SUMMARY. 

Total  Visits,  357. 

Drains,  19  defects,  18  made  good. 

Routine  visits,  no  defects,  21. 

Nuisances  re  water  courses,  and  abated,  8. 
Premises  re  pig  keeping,  and  abated,  4. 
Overcrowding,  and  abated,  i. 

Bakehouses  visited,  3. 

Slaughter  house  visited,  i. 

Gut  factory  visited,  i. 

Visits  to  31  Farms,  3 re-drained. 

Premises  re  defective  privy  pits,  and  abated,  7. 
Water  samples,  2, 
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